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USB  OF  CALCIUM  CYAIJIDE  IIT  DESTROYIUQ- 
*  C0LUI@IA.U  GROUFD  SqUIRliELS. 

Eicperiments  v;ith  calcium  cyanide  have  sho’nn  this  chemical  to  he  most 
efi  ec'cive  in  tne  extermination  of  Columhian  ground  sQ.uirrels  ,  While  costing 
slightly  more  than  poisoned  grain,  its  efficiencj^  is  high  under  suitable  con¬ 
ditions,  Calcium  cyanide  is  manufactured  commercially  in  the  dust  and  flake 
forms.  When  inserted  into  the  hurrons  and  coming  in  contact  vrith  moistuxe,  it 
releases  the  deadly  hydro  cyanic- acid  gas,  and  ground  sq’iirrels  are  Icilled 
hy  it  nhen  passing  through  and  breathing  it  daring  their  normal  activities. 

To  use  the  flakes,  put  the  material  into  a  small  backet  fitted  v;ith  a 
tight  lid.  This  should  be  done  in  the  open  air,  and  the  bucket  should  be  kept 
closed  except  ifiien  in  actual  use,  W'ith  a  long-handled  mixing  spoon  that  vrill 
hold  one  ounce  of  the  cyanide,  throm  one  heaping  spoonful  deep  into  the  open 
burrow.  Cover  the  field  thoroughly'',  as  each  burroA?  left  untreated  reduces  the 
desired  results.  It  is  more  practical  to  leave  the  burroA?  open,  as  this  saves 
the  time  of  one  man  and  the  effectiveness  is  only  slightly,  if  any,  increased 
where  the  barrow  is  closed. 

To  a-poly  the  dust,  use  a  portable  d'usting  machine  provided  with  a  six- 
foot  hose  and  carried  on  the  back.  Insert  'the  end  of  the  hose  Arrell  into  the 
burroAT,  tamping  loose  dirt  around  it  to  prevent  dust  from  escaping.  Four 
stokes  from  the  duster  should  force  the  equivalent  of  one  ounce  of  material 
into  each  burro-, 7. 

For  the  aA/erage  farm  the  use  of  flake  cyanide  is  recommended,  as  the  re¬ 
sults  are  about  equally  satisfactory  (except  in  dry  soils),  and  the  cost  of  the 
dusting  machine  is  an  iad-ded  expense.  The  use  of  caloiam  cyanide  is  strongly 
recommended  to  supplement  the  poisoned  gradn,  particularly  in  A7ild  pasture- 
lands  surrounding  cultivated  fields.  Tdiere  the  work  is  carefully  done  a  95 
per  cent  clean-up,  or  better,  should  result  from  the  first  o.pplication. 

V/hile  calcium  cyanide  is  effective  G'n  the  Columbian  gro’and  squirrels,  it 
is  not  yet  recomaended  for  destroying  moles,  or  pocket  gophers,  sage  rats,  marmot 
or  other  b'orroATi'ng  rodents  Arhicli  occur  in  the  State  of  Washington. 

C  A  U  T  I  0  U 

Gas  arising  from  calciiAro  cyanide  is  a  deadly  respiratory  poison.  Calcium 
cyanide  should  be  kept  in  air-tight  containers,  should  be  plainly  labeled,  and 
kept  out  of  the  reach  of  children,  irresponsible  peisons,  and  livestock. 

In  distributing  calcium  cyanide  the  operator  should  stand  on  the  vdnd- 
ATard  side  so  as  to  avoid  the  dust.  He  sho'cld  not  breathe  the  fumes.  For 
additio'na-l  precautions  see  label  on  origi'nal  containers. 
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